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$1.8  Million  study  could  clearway 
for  major  pulpmill  in  Peace  region 

A  study  now  under  way  will 
determine  the  feasibility  of  construct- 
ing a  major  kraft  pulpmill  in  the 
Peace  River  region. 

The  mill,  costing  in  excess  of  $500 
million,  would  produce  up  to 
1  000  metric  tons  per  day  of  hard- 
wood and  softwood  bleached  kraft 
pulp,  using  the  uncommitted  hard- 
wood resource  and  by-product 
softwood  chips  in  the  area.  Up  to  400 
mill  jobs  would  be  created  plus  300 
woodlands  jobs. 

A  decision  on  whether  the  project 
goes  ahead  is  expected  in  mid- 1988. 

The  $1.8  million  feasibility  study, 
announced  last  month  in  Peace  River, 
is  being  financed  primarily  by  Dais- 
howa  Canada  Co.  Ltd.,  with  the 
federal  and  Alberta  governments  each 
contributing  $150,000.  The  company 
is  a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of 
Daishowa  Paper  Manufacturing  Co., 
Ltd.,  one  of  the  largest  pulp  and 
paper  companies  in  Japan. 

Premier  Getty  welcomed 
Daishowa's  commitment  to  the  study. 
They  are  taking  the  first  step  in  a 
project  that  will  establish  Alberta's 
aspen  woodpulp  in  the  world  paper 
industry  and  could  lead  the  way  for 
additional  pulpmills  in  northern 
Alberta." 

Others  participating  in  the  an- 
nouncement were  Hon.  Bill  McKnight, 
federal  minister  responsible  for 
western  diversification;  Hon.  Don 
Sparrow,  Minister  of  Forestry,  Lands 
and  Wildlife;  Hon.  Al  Adair,  Minister 
of  Transportation  and  Utilities  and 
MLA  for  Peace  River,  and  Albert 
Cooper,  MP  for  Peace  River. 


Logo  of  Daishowa 
Canada  Ltd. 


Both  Mr.  Sparrow  and  Mr.  Cooper 
stressed  the  high  degree  of  co- 
operation that  had  taken  place 
between  the  federal  and  provincial 
governments. 

Mr.  Adair  predicted  major  spinoff 
benefits  for  contracting  and  supply 
industries  if  the  mill  goes  ahead.  He 
said  this  would  be  a  real  plus  for  the 
regional  and  provincial  economies. 

It  is  expected  that  most  of  the  pulp 
from  the  Peace  River  mill  would 
supply  Daishowa's  own  paper  mills  in 
Japan. 

Pulpmill,  continued  on  page  4 


Ecological  group 
recognizes  work 
of  Wagner  society 

The  Wagner  Natural  Area  Society 
has  received  a  national  award  for  its 
management  and  protecUon  of  the 
Wagner  Natural  Area,  an  important 
wetlands  complex  6  km  west  of 
Edmonton,  which  it  leases  from 
Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife. 

The  award,  from  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Ecological  Areas,  was 
presented  at  a  national  conference  on 
wetlands/peatlands,  held  in  Edmon- 
ton last  month. 

Wagner  Natural  Area,  which 
covers  127  ha  (309  acres),  is  used 
primarily  for  educational  purposes. 
More  than  100  species  of  birds  have 
been  found  there  and  the  site  con- 
tains many  species  of  orchids. 

Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
Minister  Don  Sparrow  said  he  was 
pleased  to  see  the  society  recognized 
for  its  work.  "This  proves  that  govern- 
ment and  conservation  groups  can 
work  together  to  protect  sensitive 
areas." 

Mr.  Sparrow  urged  other  groups  to 
become  involved  in  sponsoring  a 
natural  area  in  the  province. 

The  Wagner  Natural  Area  Society 
is  made  up  of  interested  individuals 
and  formal  representatives  from  the 
Edmonton  Bird  Club,  Edmonton 
Natural  History  Club,  Federation  of 
Alberta  Naturalists,  Friends  of  the 
University  of  Alberta,  Devonian 
Botanic  Gardens  and  the  Parkland 
Rural  Residents'  Association. 


Outpost  Wetlands  Natural  Area  (story  page  3) 


Protection  and  development  assured 
in  plan  for  scenic  southwest  region 


An  integrated  resource  plan  for  the 
scenic  Livingstone -Porcupine  Hills 
area,  120  km  southwest  of  Calgary, 
has  been  approved  by  the  provincial 
cabinet's  Economic  Planning  Commit- 
tee. 

The  plan  takes  Into  account 
competing  demands  In  the  3  640- 
km2  (1  405-  sq.mi.)  area  south  of  Ka- 
nanaskis  Country,  striking  a  respon- 
sible balance  between  protection  and 
development. 

It  provides  for: 

-  three  natural  areas,  an  ecologi- 
cal reserve  and  prime  protection 
zoning  In  sensitive  and  critical 
headwaters 

-  a  variety  of  recreational  uses, 
including  hunting,  fishing,  snowmo- 
biling,  camping,  hiking,  touring  and 
cross-country  skiing 

-  a  solid  economic  base  through 
continued  grazing,  timber,  coal  and 
limestone  operations,  plus  develop- 
ment of  appropriate  tourism  services 

-  forest  management  practices 
that  will  enhance  wildlife  habitats 
and  minimize  the  negative  visual 
impact  on  the  area. 

Public  participation  was  an 
Important  element  in  preparing  the 
plan,  the  sixth  of  15  subregional 
plans  in  the  Eastern  Slopes  to  be 
approved.  Valuable  suggestions  and 
recommendations  were  received  from 
many  interest  groups,  industrial  and 
commercial  associations,  local 
governments  and  Individuals. 

"We  believe  it  is  essential  to  have 
all  possible  public  input  in  planning 


Livingstone-Porcupine  Hills  scene 


for  the  future  of  such  areas,"  said 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife  Minister 
Don  Sparrow,"  so  that  we  can  provide 
maximum  social  and  economic 
benefits  to  all  Albertans." 

The  plan  refines,  for  public  lands, 
the  zoning  and  land  use  decisions 
contained  in  A  Policy  for  Resource 
Management  of  the  Eastern  Slopes, 
but  retains  the  original  integrity  and 
intent  of  the  policy. 

The  recently  announced  Beehive 
Natural  Area,  a  "living  museum"  of 
wildlife  and  old  growth  forests,  is 
included  in  the  plan,  along  with  two 
proposed  natural  areas  -  East  Porcu- 
pine and  Mount  Livingstone.  Almost 
20  per  cent  of  the  plan  area  is  zoned 
for  critical  wildlife  habitat,  with  the 
focus  on  elk  populations  and  key  fish 
species. 

A  2  400-  ha  (10-  sq.  mi.)  site  at 
Upper  Bob  Creek  -  in  the  Whaleback 
Ridge  area  70  km  northwest  of 
Pincher  Creek  -  is  proposed  as  an 
ecological  reserve.  The  largest  undis- 
turbed montane  area  in  Canada,  it 
contains  a  rich  and  representative 
sampling  of  landscape,  vegetation 
and  wildlife  features. 

Management  of  the  planning  area 
will  be  in  keeping  with  what  is  done 
in  neighboring  Kananaskls  Country, 
which  provides  Albertans  and  visitors 
with  world-class  recreational  oppor- 
tunities. 

Forest  management  includes 
landscape  logging  techniques  -  small 
cut  blocks,  prompt  clean-up,  refores- 
tation and  road  reclamation  -  that 
protect  the  needs  of  recreational 
users  and  improve  wildlife  habitat. 
Harvesting  will  remove  portions  of  old 
growth,  clearing  the  way  for  new 
forests.  This  mix  of  young  and  old 
forests  provides  the  best  combination 
of  feed  and  cover  for  sheep,  moose, 
deer,  elk  and  other  wildlife. 

Regional  directors  and  the  forest 
superintendent  in  the  southern 
region  are  primarily  responsible  for 
implementing  the  plan.  The  public 
will  continue  to  be  involved  during 
implementation. 

The  provincial  government  has 
also  approved  sub-regional  integrated 
resource  plans  for  Sturgeon  Lake- 
Puskwaskau  East  and  Keg  River,  and 
a  local  integrated  resource  plan  for 
Smoky-Peace  Point.  Following  is  a 
brief  description  of  each: 


Sturgeon  Lake  -  Puskwaskau  East  - 

Cleared  agricultural  land  accounts  for 
about  43  per  cent  of  the  total  plan- 
ning area  of  5  830  km2  (2  250  sq. 
mi.),  located  30  km  east  of  Grande 
Prairie,  with  the  remainder  covered 
mainly  by  mixed-wood  boreal  forest. 
About  36,900  ha  (90.000  acres)  are 
identified  in  the  plan  for  agricultural 
expansion.  High  priority  is  given  to 
maintaining  recreation,  fisheries  and 
water  supply  values  of  the  Sturgeon 
Lake  watershed. 

Keg  River  -  This  planning  area  covers 
1  696  km2  (655  sq.  mi.)  of  largely 
forested  land  along  Highway  35  north 
of  Manning  and  south  of  High  Level. 
The  plan  identifies  35,930  ha  (88,780 
acres)  of  agricultural  land  for  expan- 
sion of  farm  operations.  Along  the 
three  main  river  valleys  the  focus  is 
on  protection  of  wildlife  habitat, 
recreational  and  aesthetic  values  and 
prevention  of  erosion. 

Smoky-Peace  Point  -  The  plan  pro- 
vides for  protection  of  the  area  -  82 1 
km2  (317  sq.  mi.)  Immediately  south- 
west of  Peace  River  -  while  assuring 
continued  use  of  resources  through 
domestic  grazing,  recreation,  timber 
and  fish  and  wildlife  management, 
industrial  development  and  resource 
exploration  and  extraction.  Most  of 
the  public  land  has  been  set  aside  for 
conservation. 


Alberta  heritage  stressed  by  Minister 
as  eight  new  natural  areas  announced 


Eight  new  sites  have  been  desig- 
nated natural  areas  as  part  of 
Alberta's  observance  of  Wildlife  '87, 
marking  the  centenary  of  wildlife 
conservation  in  Canada.This  brings  to 
108  the  number  of  natural  areas  in 
the  province. 

The  Alberta  government  is 
committed  to  setting  aside  such  areas 
to  protect  our  rich  natural  heritage," 
said  Hon.Don  Sparrow,  Minister  of 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife,  in 
announcing  the  locations.  He  paid 
tribute  to  the  groups  and  individuals 
who  helped  protect  the  areas  and  to 
those  who  are  now  serving  as  volun- 
teer stewards. 

The  eight  new  areas  are: 
Burtonsville  Island  Natural  Area  - 
Shrubland  and  a  variety  of  mixed - 
wood  and  conifer  forests  characterize 
this  island  in  the  North  Sas- 
katchewan River  48  km  northeast  of 
Drayton  Valley.  The  328-ha  (81 1- 
acre)  site  has  been  used  since  the 
early  1970s  for  outdoor  education 
programs  by  the  University  of  Alberta, 
Grant  MacEwan  Community  College, 
the  Edmonton  Public  School  Board 
and  groups  from  Drayton  Valley  and 
Tomahawk.  Burtonsville  is  also  used 
for  wilderness  survival  courses  and  is 
a  popular  area  for  hunting  and 
hiking. 

Astotin  Natural  Area  -  Located  20 
km  northeast  of  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
Astotin  is  an  "island"  of  trees  sur- 
rounded by  cultivated  land,  with  its 
130  ha  (320  acres)  providing  a 
habitat  for  deer,  moose,  songbirds 
and  hares.  The  site  is  well  suited  for 
low-intensity  recreational  activities 
such  as  hiking  and  bird-watching,  as 
well  as  environmental  and  other 
outdoor  studies. 

Butcher  Creek  Natural  Area  -  the 

205  ha  (507  acres)  making  up  this 
natural  area  along  the  Red  Deer  River 
50  km  southwest  of  Red  Deer  provide 
diverse  habitat  such  as  shrubland, 
strands  of  poplar,  white  spruce  and 
mixed  wood,  meadows,  river  flats, 
channels  and  islands.  Deer,  moose 
and  beaver  are  among  the  wildlife 
found  at  the  site,  which  originally  was 
proposed  as  a  wilderness  park  in 
1970.  Recreation  uses  include  trail 
riding,  fishing,  hiking  and  nature 
observation. 


Burtonsville  Island 


Police  Point  Natural  Area  -  This 
natural  area  cover  310  ha  (765  acres) 
adjacent  to  Buffalo  Bay  at  the  west 
end  of  Lesser  Slave  Lake.  An  impor- 
tant waterfowl  habitat  as  well  as  a 
walleye  spawning  area.  Police  Point 
also  is  used  extensively  by  recreation- 
ists-  hikers,  cross-country  skiers, 
photographers,  birdwatchers  and 
picnickers.  A  portion  of  the  histori- 
cally significant  Grouard  Trail  is 
protected  within  the  area. 

Outpost  Wetlands  Natural  Area  - 

This  site,  covering  73  ha  (180  acres), 
is  located  on  the  United  States  border 
adjacent  to  Police  Outpost  Provincial 
Park,  30  km  southwest  of  Cardston. 
Its  marshes,  open  grassland  and 
small  wooded  areas  provide  good 
habitat  for  wildlife,  particularly 
waterfowl,  and  offer  excellent  oppor- 
tunities for  nature-oriented  recrea- 
tional activities.  The  property,  which 
was  homesteaded  as  early  as  1894, 
was  purchased  jointly  in  1986  by 
Alberta  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
and  the  Nature  Conservancy  of 
Canada  for  designation  as  a  natural 
area. 

Murray  Island  Natural  Area  -  The  10 

ha  (25  acres)  in  this  natural  area 
make  up  the  western  portion  of  an 
island  straddling  the  Alberta-Sas- 
katchewan border  on  the  northern 
end  of  Cold  Lake  about  30  km 
northeast  of  Grand  Centre.  The 
eastern  side  of  the  island,  which  is 
covered  with  mixedwood,  is  a  pro- 
tected area  in  Saskatchewan.  Water- 
fowl use  the  surrounding  lake  as  a 
resting  area. 


North  Cooking  Lake  Natural  Area  - 

Many  species  of  waterfowl  use  the 
ponds  and  sloughs  on  this  100- ha 
(246-acre)  natural  area  20  km  east  of 
Sherwood  Park,  and  various  song- 
birds can  be  found  in  the  shrubs  and 
woodlands.  The  rolling,  aspen - 
covered  terrain  also  provides  habitat 
for  deer,  moose,  snows  hoe  hares  and 
ermine.  Recreationists  like  the  site  for 
hiking,  bird-watching,  cross-country 
skiing  and  picnicking,  and  it  also  is 
used  for  environmental  studies, 
wilderness  survival  courses  and  other 
educational  purposes. 

Hondo  and  Saulteauz  Natural 
Areas  -  Located  50  km  east  of  the 
town  of  Slave  Lake,  these  two  natural 
areas  -  438  ha  (1  082  acres)  and  260 
ha  (642  acres),  respectively  -  offer  a 
varied  landscape  of  undulating  sand 
ridges  and  wet  depressions,  patterned 
ferns,  black  spruce  bogs,  tamarack 
swamps,  mixedwood  and  dry  pine 
forests.  Successional  stands  of  trees 
ranging  in  age  from  42  to  1 28  years 
provide  excellent  material  for  boreal 
forest  research.  Black  bears,  moose 
and  deer  are  among  the  wildlife  found 
at  the  sites. 

Forest  fire  loss 
is  far  below 
five-year  average 

The  number  of  forest  fires  in 
Alberta  to  the  end  of  August  was 
exactly  double  the  figure  for  the  same 
period  last  year  -  994  compared  with 
497  -  but  only  slightly  above  the  five- 
year  average  of  98 1 . 

Total  area  burned  this  year  stands 
at  33,352  ha  (82,379  acres),  up  from 
2,052  ha  (5,689  acres)  last  year  but 
far  below  the  five-year  average  of 
156,000  ha  (385,320  acres). 

John  Benson,  director  of  the 
Forest  Protection  Branch,  says  only 
two  of  this  year's  fires  can  be  classed, 
as  "project  fires,"  requiring  the  use  of 
considerable  resources  over  a  long 
period  and  resulting  in  heavy  expen- 
ditures. Eighty-nine  per  cent  of  the 
fires  -  883  -  were  contained  at  4  ha  (9 
acres)  or  less,  due  in  part  to  the  fast 
response  time  of  fire-fighting  crews. 

Fire-fighting  costs  this  year,  both 
suppression  and  pre -suppression, 
totalled  just  over  $20  million,  down 
from  the  five-year  average  of  $26 
million. 

Fires, continued  on  page  4 


Plan  identifies 
recreation  sites 
in  Peace  valley 

A  plan  for  developing  recreation 
sites  along  the  Upper  Peace  River 
Valley  has  been  approved  by  the 
provincial  government 

Fifteen  sites  have  been  identified 
as  suitable  for  various  levels  of 
recreation  development  -  basic 
campgrounds,  developed  camp- 
grounds and  day-use  areas  -  along  a 
corridor  stretching  from  the  town  of 
Peace  River  to  the  British  Columbia 
border. 

In  preparing  the  plan,  emphasis 
was  given  to  preserving  the  valley's 
natural  qualities,  increasing  tourism 
and  recreation  use,  recognizing  local 
settlements  and  human  resources, 
and  minimizing  potential  conflicts 
between  various  users. 

Implementation  of  the  plan 
Involves  a  number  of  steps,  starting 
with  the  preparation  of  site  plans  and 
obtaining  the  necessary  approval 
from  government  agencies.  Next  will 
come  lease  approvals,  budget  devel- 
opment at  the  local  level,  tendering, 
construction  and  operation  and 
maintenance.  Local  authorities  will  be 
responsible  for  developing  and 
operating  most  of  the  sites. 

The  plan  was  produced  through  a 
co-operative  planning  exercise 
between  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
and  the  Peace  Valley  Conservation 
and  Recreation  Committee,  which  is 
composed  of  representatives  from  the 
municipal  districts  of  Peace  River  and 
Falrview,  and  Improvement  Districts 
No.  19,  20  and  21.  Various  other 
provincial  agencies  were  also  involved 
and  there  was  extensive  public  input. 

Tourism  Minister  LeRoy  Fjordbot- 
ten  strongly  endorsed  the  plan. 
"Efforts  of  this  nature  not  only 
Improve  our  quality  of  life  but 
strengthen  Alberta's  claim  as  a 
splendidly  diversified  all-season  travel 
destination.'' 

More  Information? , 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
on  the  contents  of  this  newsletter 
or  any  other  information  on  the 
policies  or  programs  for  forestry, 
lands  and  wildlife  in  Alberta,  please 
write  or  telephone  the  Communica- 
tions Branch,  at  the  address  below. 


Nominees  sought 
for  Bighorn  Award 

October  5  was  the  new  deadline  - 
extended  from  September  30  -  for 
nominations  for  the  Order  of  the 
Bighorn  Award,  given  annually  to 
individuals,  organizations  and 
corporations  in  recognition  of  their 
outstanding  contributions  to  fish  and 
wildlife  conservation  in  Alberta. 

Nominations  for  the  award,  which 
is  open  to  all  Albertans,  are  reviewed 

Fires,  continued  from  page  3 

Mr.  Benson  says  spring  weather 
conditions  in  the  southern  two-thirds 
of  the  province's  forested  area  were 
the  worst  since  1980.  Below-normal 
winter  precipitation  was  combined 
with  above-normal  temperatures  in 
early  April  and  very  warm,  dry  and 
windy  periods  in  early  May.  Except 
for  the  Footner  Lake  Forest  in  the 
extreme  northwest,  the  province 
experienced  warm,  dry  and  windy 
conditions  until  the  end  of  June. 

The  department's  two  CL-215 
amphibious  water  bombers  were  used 
extensively  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
province  and  proved  to  be  very 
effective  in  both  initial  attack  and 
follow-up  action  on  larger  fires,  says 
Mr.  Benson. 

After  evaluating  foam  drops  on 
fires,  which  appear  to  be  three  to  five 
times  as  effective  as  water,  the 
department  is  considering  the  instal- 
lation of  foam  equipment  on  all  its 
skimmer  aircraft  before  the  next  fire 
season. 


This  newsletter  is  published  ten  times 
a  year  by  the  Department  of  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife,  Government 
of  Alberta. 

Deputy  Minister  F.W.  McDougall 
Editor:  Hugh  Calder, 
Communications  Branch 


by  a  committee  composed  of  members 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly.  Award 
recipients  will  be  honored  at  a  dinner 
on  November  18,  hosted  by  the 
Minister  of  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife.  Last  year  five  individuals, 
plus  a  zoological  society  and  a 
forestry  company,  were  inducted  into 
the  Order  of  the  Bighorn. 

The  Bighorn  Award  is  expected  to 
be  one  of  the  Alberta  highlights  of 
Wildlife  '87,  the  year-long,  country- 
wide observation  of  the  beginning  of 
wildlife  conservation  in  Canada  1 00 
years  ago. 

Information  on  the  nominating 
procedure  may  be  obtained  from  any 
Fish  and  Wildlife  regional  or  district 
office,  or  from: 

Lew  Ramstead 
Executive  Assistant 
Assistant  Deputy  Minister's  Office 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Division, 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
10th  Floor,  9915-108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2C9 

Telephone:  427-6749. 

Pulpmill,  continued  from  page  1 

A  decision  to  build  the  mill  would 
mark  a  significant  step  in  the  provin- 
cial government's  program  to  diversify 
the  Alberta  economy,  which  at 
present  relies  heavily  on  agriculture 
and  the  petroleum  industry.  Last  year 
the  government  established  the 
Forest  Industry  Development  Division 
to  promote  greater  development  of  the 
province's  immense  timber  resources. 

Since  then  there  has  been  a 
marked  upswing  in  Alberta's  forestry 
development.  Champion  Forest 
Products  Ltd.  is  doubling  the  capacity 
of  its  Hinton  pulpmill,  and  several 
companies  are  proceeding  with 
modernization  and  expansion  of 
sawmills,  including  construction  of  a 
wood-treating  plant.  As  well,  discus- 
sions are  under  way  regarding  the 
possible  construction  of  a  newsprint 
mill,  oriented  strandboard  plant  and 
remanufacturing  facilities. 


Comments,  questions  and  sugges- 
tions are  always  welcome.  Please 
contact  the  Editor,  Forestry,  Lands 
arid  Wildlife  Newsletter. 
910,  9942  -  108  Street, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  2J5 
Telephone:  (403)  427-8636 


